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SUBJ: PONOPF WORRIED ABOUT SEA STABILITY 

SUMMARY: DEATH OP MALAYSIA'S PM RAZAK AND DISSOLUTION OF 
THAI PARLIAMENT RAISES NEW WORRIES IN PONOPF ABOUT 
STABILITY OF SE ASIAN PRIENDS. PONOPF BELIEVES RAZAK'S 
SUCCESSOR, DATUK HUSSEIN ONN, WITHOUT RAZAK'S PRESTIGE, 

WILL BE WEAK AND SUBJECT TO CHALLENGE BY A HANDPUL OP 
AMBITIOUS RIVALS. HIATUS BETWEEN DISSOLUTION OP THAI 
PARLIAMENT AND APRIL ELECTIONS LEAVES TIME POR POLARIZATION 
IN THAU .AND WHICH COULD THREATEN AN EPPECTIVE MAJORITY 
POR PM KUKRIT. CONTINUED US MILITARY PRESENCE COULD 
SPARK SUCH POLARIZATION. UNSETTLED CONDITIONS HAVE 
HEIGHTENED PM MIKI'S ENTHUSIASM FOR AN EARLY SUMMIT 
WITH EAEAN LEADERS TO TRY TO HELP BOLSTER THEIR CONPIDENCE. 
END SUMMARY. 

1 . DEATH OF MALAYSIAN PM RAZAK AND DISSOLUTION OF 
THAI PARLIAMENT HAVE HEIGHTENED WORRIES IN PONOPP ABOUT 
STABILITY IN SE ASIA, ESPECIALLY ESEAN, AN AREA WHICH PM 
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MIKI HAS STRESSED JAPAN WILL EMPHASIZE IN ITS POREIGN 
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RELATIONS DURING 1976. DURING RECENT DISCUSSION, 

EONOFE ACTING DIRECTOR SECOND SE ASIA DIVISION SUZUKI 
EXPRESSED TO US RESERVATIONS ABOUT NEW MALAYSIAN PM DATUK 
HUSSEIN ONN'S POLITICAL AND PHYSICAL STRENGTHS. DESPITE 
EONOFE DOUBTS ABOUT THE STEADINESS OE EORMER PM RAZAK'S 
POLICIES (TOKYO 17787/75), SUZUKI SAID RAZAK WAS STRONG 
AND WELL KNOWN IN MALAYSIA AND KNOWN AS A STATESMAN 
IN OTHER ASEAN COUNTRIES. HUSSEIN IS NOT, HE SAID. 

2. JAPANESE EMBASSY REPORTED TO FONOEE THAT HUSSEIN, 

AT LEAST EOR PRESENT, WOULD SERVE AS BOTH PM AND DEPUTY 
PM. HOWEVER, HUSSEIN'S REIGN PROBABLY RESTS ON ONLY 
TEMPORARY ACQUIESCENCE OE EOUR CONTENDERS EOR HIS PM 
POST, SOME OE WHOM AT LEAST ARE RESTIVE EOR POWER. 

EONOFE BELIEVES AGRICULTURE MINISTER GHAEAR BABA, EDUCATION 
MINISTER MATATHIR, TENGKU RAZALEIGH, AND MINISTER OE 
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES MUSA HITAM MIGHT ALL SEEK TO SUCCEED 
HUSSEIN AND PERHAPS AT VERY EARLY DATE. SUCCESSION BY 
MUSA HATIM AROUSES SPECIAL CONCERN TO JAPANESE SINCE, 
EOLLOWING A VISIT TO JAPAN LAST FALL, HUSA HATIM OPENLY 
CRITICIZED THE GOJ EOR PROMISING ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO 
ASEAN COUNTRIES BUT NOT FULFILLING THE PLEDGE. 

3. AS EOR EUTURE GOM POLICIES, SUZUKI SAID THAT SHOULD 
HUSSEIN CONSOLIDATE HIS POSITION, DOMESTIC AND EOREIGN 
POLICIES WOULD BE UNLIKELY TO CHANGE SIGNIFICANTLY 
DESPITE HUSSEIN'S PERSONAL CONSERVATISM. MALAYIZATION 
POLICY AND "NON-ALIGNED " POLICIES EOLLOWED BY RAZAK HAVE 
GAINDD ACCEPTANCE BY MALAYAN ELITE AND THUS, IN SUZUKTS 
VIEW, HUSSEIN WILL HAVE NOTCHOICE BUT TO CONTINUE TO 
PURSUE THOSE POLICIES. 

4. JAPANESE DO NOT EXPECT MALAYSIAN POLICIES TOWARD 
JAPAN TO CHANGE, BUT EONOEF IS CONCERNED THAT ADDITIONAL 
UNCERTAINTIES IN KUALA LUMPUR WILL FUEL COMMUNAL PROBLEMS 
AND RURAL INSURGENCY. EOR EXAMPLE, ATTACK JAN 16 

NEAR TEMENGGOR DAM BEING CONSTRUCTED BY JAPANESE COMPANY 
HA7.JMA GUMI, SUZUKI SAID, WAS PROBABLY CONNECTED WITH 
CHANGEOVER IN KUALA LUMPUR. THE ATTACK AND GREATHER 
UNCERTAINTIES IN KL WILL INCREASE HESITANCE BY JAPANESE 
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BUSINESSES TO INVEST IN MALAYSIA, ACCORDING TO SUZUKI. 

5. DISSOLUTION OE THAI PARLIAMENT BY PM KUKRIT COMPOUNDED 
EONOFE WORRIES ABOUT ASEAN STABILITY. JAPANESE HAVE 
DEVELOPED CONSIDERABLE RESPECT FOR KUKRIT SINCE 

HIS TAKEOVER IN BANGKOK AND WERE PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED 
WITH HIS ADROIT HANDLING OE PEKING TRIP. EONOEE 
FIRST SE ASIA DIVIDIR ITO AND 
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ANALYSIS DIVDIR HANABUSA BOTH RECENTLY TOLD EMBASSY 

THAT LENGHTHY HIATUS BETWEEN DISSOLUTION ANNOUNCEMENT XAND 

ELECTIONS IN APRIL RAISES DOUBTS ABOUT CHANCES EOR 

KUKRIT TO GAIN AN EEEECTIVE MAJORITY. BOTH BELIEVE 

THAT QUICK ELECTIONS WOULD HAVE PROVIDED KUKRIT GOOD 

MANDATE. HOWEVER, DURING THREE MONTH PERIOD BEEORE 

ELECTIONS, STUDENTS AND OTHER DISSIDENT ELEMENTS COULD 

POLARIZE THAI POLITICS BETWEEN THE LEET AND THE 

INCREASINGLY CONSERVATIVE THAI BODY POLITIC. FOR 

EXAMPLE, ISSUE OE RETENTION OF US MILITARY PRESENCE 

PAST THE MARCH DEADLINE DECIDED ON LAST YEAR COULD 

SPARK POLITICAL TROUBLES AND THREATEN AN ORDERLY RETURN 

OF KUKRIT TO POWER, WITH AN EFFECTIVE MAJORITY. 

6. COMMENT: CHANGES IN KUALA LUMPUR, AND BANGKOK, 

HEIGHTEN MIKI'S PERCEPTION OF TROUBLES IN ASEAN WHICH 
HE FEELS JAPAN (AND AUSTRALIA, THE US, AND THE EC) 

SHOULD TRY TO HELP REMEDY, THROUGH SUCH MEANS AS CLOSER 
CONTACTS TO BOLSTER MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND ASEAN 
LEADERS' CONFIDENCE, AND OF COURSE EVENTUALLY THROUGH 
INCREASED ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE. MOREOVER, JAPANESE 
APPARENTLY STILL DO NOT KNOW WHETHER AN INVITATION TO 
PM MIKI FOR POST-SUMMIT CONSULTATIONS WITH ASEAN LEADERS 
WILL BE ISSUED. 

7. INPREPARATION FOR RAMBOUILLET AND SUBSEQUENTLY, 

PM MIKI HAS FOCUSSED ON SE ASIA PARTICULARLY ASEAN, 

AS AN AREA IN WHICH JAPAN SHOULD EXERCISE INCREASED 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND 
STABILITY. AS WE WERE TOLD JAN 23 BY FONOFF 

(ASIA) REGIONAL AFFAIRS DIVDIR NISHIYAMA, PM 
MIKI WANTS TO CREATE A SPIRIT OF INFORMALITY AMONG 
ASIAN LEADERS SIMILAR TO THAT AMONG WESTERN 
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LEADERS AT RAMBOUILLET. PM MIKI ALSO BELIEVES, 

ACCORDING TO NISHIYAMA, THAT SE ASIA IS NEGLECTED BY THE 
ADVANCED INDUSTRIAL POWERS. HIS ENTHUSIASM TO HOLD 
SUMMIT CONSULTATIONS WITH ASEAN LEADERS STEMS FROM THESE 
VIEWS AND ACCOUNTS FOR HIS OBVIOUSLY ARDENT DESIRE TO 
ATTEND A POST-ASEAN SUMMIT OF INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS. 

WITH ASEAN AND OTHER ASIAN (AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND) 
LEADERS. IN FACT, NISHIYAMA TOLD US, MIKI HOPES THAT, 

WITH GOOD TIES IN ASEAN AND INDOCHINA, JAPAN CAN 
SERVE AS AN INTERMEDIARY BETWEEN THE TWO GROUPS. 

DESPITE THIS JAPANESE GOAL, WE WOULD SUSPECT THAT 

THE ASEAN STATES AND HANOI MIGHT BE RELUCTANT TO ACCEPT 

SUCH A ROLE BY JAPAN. 

HODGSON 
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